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ABBREVIATIONS

BPMO
CBO
CSO
CWC
CWP
FGG
FLO
GBM
GWAG
GWP
IAS
IES
IFS
INC-IHP

ITC
IWP
IWRM
JSS
MSP
NCR
NGO
NIH
NMCG
NWP
NYKS
PES
PRI
RBP
RC
SDG
SPMCG
SWARA
TCF
up
UNA
UNDP
UNECE
UNEP
UNESCO

WMO
WWF
YYPP

: Basin Planning and Management Organization
: Community Based Organization

: Civil Society Organization

: Central Water Commission

: Country Water Partnership

: Flood Green Guide

: FICCI Ladies Organization

: Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna

: Ground Water Action Group

: Global Water Partnership

: Indian Administrative Service

: Indian Economic Service

. Indian Forest Service

: Indian National Committee for Intergovernmental

Hydrological Programme

: India Tobacco Company

: India Water Partnership

: Integrated Water Resources Management
: Jheel Sanrakshan Samiti

: Multi-Stakeholder Platform

: National Capital Region

: Non-Governmental Organization

: National Institute of Hydrology

: National Mission for Clean Ganga

: National Water Policy

: Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan

: Payment for Ecosystem Services

: Panchayati Raj Institution

: River Basin Plan

: Regional Council

: Sustainable Development Goal

: State Project Management Group

: State Water Resources Agency

: Tree Craze Foundation

: Uttar Pradesh

: User Need Assessment

: United Nations Development Programme
: United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
: United Nations Environment Programme
: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization

: World Meteorological Organization
: World Wildlife Fund
: Youth and Young Water Professionals Platform
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ABOUT INDIA WATER

PARTNERSHIP

India Water Partnership (IWP) is an Indian non-profit organization with the goal of
propagating, promoting and supporting Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
in India. It was registered in 2001 under Haryana Societies Registration Act 1860 and re-
registered as per new Haryana Registration and Regulation of Societies Act 2012. The IWP
has also been accredited by the Global Water Partnership (GWP) as Country Water
Partnership of GWP and hence, also known as GWP-India.

IWP serves as a distinct voice on water management matters. It conducts critical and
impartial analysis of water-related issues, aiming to contribute for policies, enhance
stakeholder involvement, raise public awareness, and foster dialogue and information
exchange among individuals, agencies, and government departments within the country.
Collaborating with a diverse array of partners, including institutions, research
organizations, NGOs, corporate bodies, and others. IWP addresses multiple water-related
challenges across India. It organizes regular meetings and conferences to discuss key
aspects of the water sector, ensures the country's active participation in international
events facilitated by GWP and other global institutions, and promotes cooperation and
collaboration among various disciplines and institutions to advance IWRM.

IWP Board of Governors

The governance and management of IWP is entrusted to a Board of Governors. The Board
comprises of 10 members including President, Vice-President, General Secretary, Joint
Secretary, Treasurer, three senior officials of Government of India and two senior officials
from State Governments . The Board of Governors approve annual work plan & budget as
per country’s water priority areas, appoints Auditors and steers proper governance for
smooth functioning of IWP.

Vision: A water secure India [with participation of all stakeholders].

Mission: Sustainable and Inclusive Water Management at National, Regional, River basin/
Sub-basin and Local Levels in India.

Goal: The goal is to facilitate inclusive, sustainable and effective water management in the
country.




PART-A: PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

IWP PROJECTS IN 2021-22

5 projects were undertaken by India Water Partnership in 2021-22 in different parts of India.

® Advocating for a Water and River Management Policy in Assam through youth campaign
and action

® Water Champions Youth Fellowship Program 2021

® Regional Consultation on Mainstreaming Integrated Water Resources Management
(IWRM) in Uttar Pradesh

e Continuing support to MSP by developing Decision Support System (Operational
Dashboard) for Hindon River Basin

® Enhancing Capacity to Address Climate Change in IWRM in Uttarakhand State

PROJECTS HIGHLIGHTS

The Projects highlights in brief are as under:

I. Advocating for a Water and River Management Policy in Assam through youth campaign
and action

Although Assam is rich in water resources, management of the same has remained
inadequate. The chronic problem of flooding and river induced erosion along with large-
scale degradation of agricultural land due to sand deposition of river borne sand, failure of
irrigation projects to benefit farmers and increasing episodes of drought like situation
spading to all parts of the state are the burning issues of water management in the State.
Many of the State’s rivers are in a state of degradation due to pollution, fragmentation of
flow regime and floodplain and unscientific and unsustainable mining of riverbed (for sand,
boulder, and soil). Reduction in functions, goods and services of aquatic ecosystems and
reduced chances of survival of aquatic organisms are also symptoms of degradation of
rivers and riverine environment.

The project aimed to raise awareness among youth from diverse societal backgrounds
regarding key water governance and management issues. Its objective was to garner public
support for sustainable water management and the preservation of rivers and riverine
environments in Assam. Originally scheduled to commence in March 2021, the project's
start was delayed until August 2021 due to the COVID-19 lockdown and the implementation
of a code of conduct for the State Assembly election.




Under this project six webinars in series were conducted with the youth in Assam under the
broad theme “Youth Engagement in Water Governance in Assam”. The date-wise details are

given in the following table:

S.No. Title of Webinar Date Resource Person (s) Link to Video
Dr. Partha J Das
Why water and Head, ‘Water Climate | https://www.youtu
September o
1 why youth? the 4 2071 and Hazard Division, be.com/watch?
journey begins ' Aaranyak, Guwahati, v=BagsFQKIEsQ
Assam
Youth Dr. Sahchlta Boruah
. Associate Professor,
Engagement in https://www.youtu
September Department of
2 Water be.com/watch?
Governance in 18,2021 Zoology v=cFrXIkKI77Q
Accam D.H.S.K. College,
Dibrugarh, Assam
Building youth Dr. Abhinandan
solidarity in water Saikia
management for Assistant Professor,
i I Ecol
sustainable co‘ogy, https:/WwWwW.youty
development October 9, Environment and
3 through 2021 Sustainable be.com/watch?
In v=vCAXaRm x04
networking Development
toward a regional Tata Institute of
platform in the Social Sciences,
South Asia Guwahati, Assam
(i). Ms. Diluka
Piyasena,
Communication
Status and issues Coordinator, Global
of grpund water October 30, Water Pa.rtnershlp— https://www.youtu
4 and its 5021 South Asia (GWP- be.com/watch?
management in SAS) office, v=s2anADPkmgo
Assam International Water
Management

Institute, Sri Lanka



https://youtu.be/cFrXIkKl77Q?si=cBOeENBJRF-Ywvb_
https://youtu.be/cFrXIkKl77Q?si=cBOeENBJRF-Ywvb_
https://youtu.be/cFrXIkKl77Q?si=cBOeENBJRF-Ywvb_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCAXaRm_x04

(ii). Dr. Veena
Khanduri, Executive
Secretary-cum-
country coordinator,
India Water
Partnership (IWP),
Gurugram, Haryana,
India

Fundamentals of

Dr. Runti Choudhury,
Assistant Professor,

GIS mapping in November Department of https.//www.youtu
5 water . . be.com/watch?
13,2021 Geological Sciences,
management S . v=VOxONf-ky_Y
Guwahati University,
Assam, India
(i). Arup Kumar Das
(Manager, Geospatial
Technology and
Application Division,
Water Aaranyak) https://drive.google
Governance and .com/file/d/1r56rKE
. January 20, . ..
6 Policy: Issues and 5022 (ii). Shaurya Bajaj, CK3GNOC_3bOd9R
Challenges Project and Research | SyUTrgtMgOCN/vie
Assam Coordinator, Morobe w?usp=sharing

Development
Foundation, Lae,
Morbe Province,
Papua New Guinea

Why water and what in water?: An introductory
exposure to major water issues of Assam

Partha J Das

Head

Water, Climate and Hazard Division
Aaranyak

Valuing water
* Water is a flowing entity. It is unevenly
distributed over space and time.

* Freshwater resources of the planet
are finite, only 2.5% of all available
water on the earth

* Water is a globally scarce resource

Water : Integrated ling and

due to increasing human needs such ’w\
as for domestic use, agriculture and
industry.

Water= Surface

rainfall, hail, snow, dew, fog

iver, wetland, aquifer, spring,

Surface
water 1

Webinar-1: Why Water and Why Youth: The Journey Begins held on 4th September, 2021 at Guwahati



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r56rKECK3Gn0C_3bOd9RSyUTrqtMq0CN/view?usp=sharing
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Webinar-2: Youth Engagement in Water Governance in Assam held
on 18th September, 2021 at Guwahati
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3 Webinar of the Virtual Workshop Series or

BUILDING YOUTH SOLIDARITY IN WATER MANAGE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH NETWORKI

A REGIONAL PLATFORM IN THE SOUTH AS
October 9, 2021 || 6.00 PM to 8.00 PM (IST)

Webinar-3: Building youth solidarity in water management for
sustainable development through networking toward a regional
platform in the South Asia held on 9th October, 2021 at Guwahati
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A Virtual Workshop Series on ‘YOUTH ENGAGEMENT IN WATER GOVE}
The 4th Webinar on
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W ND Issuﬁs OF GROUND WAT

TS MANAGEMENT IN ASSAM

Webinar- 4 Status and Issues of Groundwater and its Management
in Assam held on 30th October, 2021
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India Water Partnership

A Virtual Workshop Series on ‘YOUTH ENGAGEMENT IN WATER
GOVERNANCE IN ASSAM’

The 5th Webinar on

FUNDAMENTALS OF GIS MAPPING

IN WATER MANAGEMENT
A Skill building workshop

November 13, 2021, Saturday || 6.00 PM to 8.00 PM (IST)

Organised by
Aaranyak
in collaboration with
India Water Partnership and Global Shapers
Guwahati Hub
|

For queries contactat- 8638701236/ 8134963562

: Zoom Meet
: 667 184 4685
1 20211113

Meeting ID
Passcode

-

Webinar-5: Fundamentals of GIS Mapping in Water
Management in Assam held on 13th November, 2021
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A Virtual Workshop Series on ‘YO

ATER GOVERNANCE IN ASSAM’

The basic questions of WG

The 6th Webinaron 5 e
WATER GOVERNANCE AND POEICY: ISSUES AND
CHALLENGES 'FOR@SSAM WG can be understood by the information we get from the

response to some basic questions.

* Who gets water? Trha R Podh.
* How much water? T

Speakers |

* How is water made available to those who need it? ga&‘;
* What quality of water? S5

* When?

* Where?

* Atwhat price/cost?

* What are one’s right to get water and its beneficial
services?

For queries contact at -

Platform : Zoom Meet
in collaboration with MeetingID  : 667 184 4685
India Water Partnership and Global Shapers Guwahati Hub = Passcode : 20220120

8638701236

Webinar-6: Water Governance and Policy: Issues and Challenges for Assam held on 20th January, 2022




Recommendations emerged from the youth and water webinar series

The following recommendations emerged which will be useful in motivating the youth to
participate and play a crucial role in water governance at local and state levels:

e Professional water education is engineering-technology centric at present, which needs
to change to popularize water education for all sections of society.

® Promote water education among public and across the formal education system.
especially among the youth irrespective of disciplinary barriers.

® Introduce courses on water science, conservation & governance/ management for youth
from all disciplines in the formal education sector.

® Provide opportunity to the youth of rural areas to learn about water, explore local issues,
carry out field surveys through NGO initiatives.

® Give Incentives like fellowships for higher learning, awards/rewards, internship to young
students and researchers.

® [ everage on the provisions laid down in the National Education Policy, 2020 of
Government of India to create such opportunities.

In all the webinars, the young trainees had the opportunity to interact with the Resource
Persons where they asked questions and provided their observations and comments on
various water related issues.What made the webinars more fruitful for the participants was
the break-out group discussions hosted after the invited talks by experts. In these groups,
the participants brainstormed about various issues highlighted by the resource persons as
well as the water problems that the participants had identified in their local areas.

Il. Water Champions Youth Fellowship Program 2021

Youth, the catalysts of positive change worldwide, hold significant demographic weight.
With a global population of 1.8 billion aged 15-29, India hosts a substantial portion,
accounting for 20 percent (366 million). This demographic makes India the home to the
largest youth population globally. Defined by the 'National Youth Policy of India' (2014),
this demographic spans ages 15-29. Census data from 2011 reveals that youth make up 28
percent of India's total population and contribute over 34 percent to the national income.
Recent estimates suggest that youth comprised approximately 27 percent of India's 1.3
billion population in 2020.

Objective of the project was to foster and empower Sustainable Youth Leadership in the
country, and build their capacities on developing sustainable solutions for water security &
water resource management, the experiential learning driven intensive fellowship aimed at




empowering young leaders by providing them
with relevant and comprehensive work
experience in the water sector.

1 . 18 students pursuing environmental sciences,

v e environmental management, environmental
flgag paiution by ;;“;fg h-&j Cewmganeemeert €Ngineering, natural resources and water
-’:' f— o activita 4 ,Gazhiabad,Baghpat,Gautam

Reasons- Agrlcultufe_, i’&h nagarSahara::::‘; — related SUbjeCtS in different
industfialization, unieNEES Colleges/Universities from Delhi & NCR trained

urbanization around thq

banks . 5% T as Water Champion Youth Fellows during their
4 months engagement with various renowned
Innovative solutions /Scalablity institutions/organizations working in water and
N allied sector. The fellows were involved in
211111 oo projects related to the themes like; Access to
b Safe Drinking Water; Water Security and
nganizing capacity building workshops Availability; Groundwater Conservation;
, Rainwater Harvesting Systems and Water
- Literacy for Conservation for Integrated Water
e e ey or eomeenenen | ESOUrCE Management.
SAVE HINDON wnoreemmnsn e The fellows presented their final water smart

reports on the themes in the final concluding workshop on 27th November, 2021 at New
Delhi on the themes (i) Access to Safe Drinking Water; (ii) Water Security and Availability;
(iii) Groundwater Conservation; (iv) Rainwater Harvesting Systems and (iv) Water Literacy
for Conservation.

lll. Regional Consultation on Mainstreaming Integrated Water Resources Management
(IWRM) in Uttar Pradesh

Water is a state subject in India as per the Constitution. Practically, all the decisions with
respect to water planning, use and management are taken by the state government and
implemented by the stakeholder institutions at various levels. Conventionally, state level
irrigation departments (renamed as water resources departments) have been the key
players in the management and distribution of surface and ground water due to the
irrigation being the largest consumer of surface and groundwater (80-90%). Water
management regulatory and institutional infrastructure has not been able to keep pace
with population growth, urbanization and industrial expansion and as a result pollution has
emerged as a major threat to water security in addition to competing uses of water that
present a challenge of meeting demands for all. The Uttar Pradesh has created a new water
ministry and claims to implement the national level water policies and missions effectively.
However, the mainstreaming of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) is not
known and has to be understood through analysis and engagement.




To know the status of IWRM in Uttar Pradesh,
IWP organized a Regional Consultation on
Mainstreaming IWRM on 27th December, 2021.
The Regional Consultation aimed at engaging
with a wider set of stakeholder experts from
within the State and the neighbouring States
with similar water governance contexts. In this
process, experts from the 7 States namely;
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Odisha,
Rajasthan and Uttarakhand presented their
views on the status of IWNRM and initiatives on
water resources management in their States.

Hon’ble Justice Dr. Devendra Kumar Arora addressing
the Inaugural session

The Consultation was divided into four sessions. The Inaugural Session was aimed at
providing an introduction and background to the Consultation, the Technical Sessions were
aimed at inciting discussions focused on sectoral challenges and their possible solutions
through IWRM in the State and the Final Plenary was aimed at identifying policy and
regulatory gaps that are impediments for mainstreaming IWRM in the State.

Recommendations by the experts for mainstreaming IWRM in the state of Uttar Pradesh:

® Decentralization of water resources management is the key to achieving IWRM in Uttar
Pradesh. Given the large size of its population and livelihood dependence on agriculture,
farmers and village communities must be involved to influence water related decisions
that ensure sustainability and long term water security. Village level water budgeting
must be formalized through the approval of annual schemes at the Panchayat level.

e Climate Change is still to find its appropriate space in the water resource planning and
management. Measures for climate adaptation such as choice of crops as per agro-
climatic zones, incentives for water efficient crops and encouraging farmers to adopt on-
field water conservation by harvesting rain water are some of the climate adaptive
approaches that would complement IWRM. Climate adaptation and water management
have to be closely linked through policy and institutional functioning.

e River Basin Approach: The NWP, 2012 provides a clear direction on adopting the scientific
planning at the Basin and Sub-Basin level. As per the NWP, basin is the basic unit for
planning at the hydrological level[1l]. The Water Resources Department in Uttar Pradesh
has identified six major river basins. The River Basin Plans (RBPs) for the six basins have
also been prepared by the State Water Resources Agency (SWARA)[2]. However, the
institutional capacity to implement RBPs remains a challenge as the State Government
has not carried out any institutional restructuring to support RBP. Thus institutional
capacity building to support RBP should be carried out by the State Government.

® Payment for Ecosystem Services: Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) has been
recognized as one of the effective ways for benefit sharing arising out of natural
resources management. Under the PES approach communities protecting a resource are




incentivized by communities benefitting from that resource. For example, villages
protecting a dense forest area that serves as a critical catchment or watershed used by
the downstream communities are incentivized for their conservation services by the
downstream villages that depend on water flows for fisheries, irrigation and other uses.
The water conservation planning involving communities can introduce PES as one of the
ways to encourage communities for incentive based conservation of water resources in
the State.

e The Water Policy of Uttar Pradesh is over two decades old. Since the U.P State Water
Policy, 1999 precedes the National Water Policy (NWP) of 2012 [1], some of the principles
and approaches contained therein still remain to be harmonized to be in tune with NWP-
2012 that promotes IWRM as the central approach to water resources management.

e The regulatory framework on water in the State is more elaborate and is based on
enactments such as; Uttar Pradesh State Water Policy, 1999, Uttar Pradesh Water Supply
and Sewerage Act, 1975, U.P. Panchayati Raj Act, 1947, Uttar Pradesh Participatory
Irrigation Management Act, 2009, Uttar Pradesh Water Management and Regulatory
Commission Act 2008, Uttar Pradesh Bhoomi Evam Jal Sanrakshan Adhiniyam, 1963,
Uttar Pradesh Municipalities Act, 1916, Uttar Pradesh Urban Sanitation Policy, 2009. The
State has recently enacted a Groundwater Act, 2020. However, the existing framework is
disconnected with each other and the institutions created under them have their
priorities without coordinating with each other. This has resulted in confusion and
inefficient water management scenario in the State. There is thus a need to revisit the the
regulatory framework in totality. It is recommended that the State Government should
consider a single unified water law for Uttar Pradesh.

e The emerging challenges of climate change, over-exploitation of groundwater and
inefficiency in water use are not effectively addressed in the State Water Policy, 1999
and are not covered by any of the regulatory instruments on water in the State. The other
instruments attempt to address the issues from a one sided approach which needs to be
converged in view of the overall holistic management of water resources in the State.
There is thus a need for mainstreaming climate concerns into policy and planning in the
State.

IV. Continuing support to Multi-Stakeholders Partnership (MSP) by developing Decision
Support System (Dashboard) for Hindon River Basin

This project is continuation of the 2020 project (Phase-l) under which a Decision Support
System (Operational Dashboard) was developed containing the key information required
for decision making for Multi-Stakeholder Platform (MSP) for Hindon & Ganga Tributary
Management.

The primary intention of this project in 2021 (Phase-ll) was to assess the end user
requirements, identification of data gaps by the end users, enhancement of the data/portal
as per their needs, some ground level indicator interventions such as plantation and
wetland restoration etc., value addition in the story maps developed in Phase-l and story

[1] Preamble, National Water Policy, 2012
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map sensitization sessions for the
Namami Gange volunteers, officials
of National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), SPMG (State Project
Management Group) officers, Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangthan (NYKS)
volunteers, NGOs and civil society
volunteers, Ganga Doots and Ganga
Praharis and Researchers and

o~ e @) Hindon River Basin Dashboard iy
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Academicians, etc. Decision Support System (Dashboard) for Hindon River Basin

In 2021, the dashboard developed in Phase-I was presented to the various Government
and Non-government stakeholders through four User Need Assessment (UNA) workshops
and a Capacity Building workshop for creation of story map was conducted. The
interactive UNA workshops for government departments were conducted in collaboration
with National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), an authority responsible for implementing
Namami Gange program (Hindon River being part of Ganga Basin is directly under their
aegis). The UNAs conducted across various months starting from June till November 2021
(prior to that due to the country wide pandemic Covid-19, it was not possible to conduct
these sessions). These sessions were held with the SPMG (State Project Management
Group) officers, Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYKS) volunteers, NGO and civil society volunteers,
Ganga Doots and Ganga Praharis and Researchers and Academicians.

The script to the story map was modified in a series of meeting conducted by IWP. The
script was later finalized and the voiceover was given to the two-story maps namely ‘The
Journey of a River-Case Study: Hindon’ and ‘Human Interventions and their Impact on
River Physiology’ that were created in the first phase of the project. The link to these story
maps and its recording is given below.

The Journey of a River: Case Study Hindon https://arcg.is/1jvz

Human Interventions and their Impact on River Physiology https://arcg.is/1f1TS80
Recording of story map narration is given here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jLJ13gb7EITpVVPrS4LfOD56ial_E3xG/view?usp=sharing

V. Enhancing Capacity to Address Climate Change in IWRM in Uttarakhand State

The project aimed to sensitize and build capacities of officials from water resources and
relevant departments within the Government of Uttarakhand to implement and integrate
adaptation actions into Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM).

The methodology involved three key aspects. Firstly, conducting background research to
understand the state's work on IWRM, including a comprehensive study of water resources
and challenges. This included examining river basins and drainage systems, as well as
reviewing the 2016 report by the India Water Partnership on Uttarakhand's regulatory and
institutional framework for water management.




Secondly, conducting site visits across Uttarakhand to assess the actual state of water
resources and validate findings from secondary sources and reports.

Thirdly, conducting personal interviews with key stakeholders from government agencies
such as the Forest Department, Irrigation & Minor Irrigation Department, Uttarakhand
Council of Science and Technology, Rural Development Department, as well as various
NGOs working in the sector across Uttarakhand.

The purpose of these interviews was dual: firstly, to gauge the understanding of key
officials regarding IWRM, and secondly, to identify any shortcomings or gaps impeding the
effective implementation of IWNRM practices. These interviews, along with site visits, served
as the basis for developing case studies showcasing the concrete benefits of successful
IWRM implementation in Uttarakhand's water resources.

Drawing from the insights obtained through research and interviews, India Water
Partnership (IWP) collaborated with the National Institute of Hydrology (NIH) and the

Indian National =~ Committee  for ——
Intergovernmental Hydrological
Programme (INC-IHP) to organize a = o

State Level Sensitization Workshop on ~ : :,";z:;,::.:g‘::,‘;::“;f’:::ﬁ?.’wm
December 7, 2021, at NIH, Roorkee, = '
Uttarakhand. The workshop, titled
"Enhancing Capacity to Address Climate
Change in Integrated Water Resources [
Management (IWRM) in Uttarakhand," |
aimed to enhance the understanding
and effectiveness of key officials from

the Nodal Departments of the = e " *3
Uttarakhand State Government. State-level Sensitization Workshop on Enhancing Capacity to
Address Climate Change in Integrated Water Resources
Management in Uttarakhand organized at NIH, Roorkee on 7th
December, 2021

Key recommendations:

e Uttarakhand State needs to pivot from an industrial development centric approach to an
environmental, community centric development approach to ensure long term
sustainable development in the State, with a particular focus on water resources.

e A formal approach is recommended for the capacity building of local line departments
and local community stakeholders with respect to IWRM in Uttarakhand.

e A comprehensive State level Watershed Management IWRM online portal is required for
effective implementation of IWNRM in the State.

e An inclusive universally accessible stakeholders’ repository is recommended for easy
access, collaboration and better coordination between all the various stakeholders
working towards IWRM directly or indirectly.




e Case studies should be elevated through eco-tourism/aqua-tourism so that the work is
safeguarded for posterity with the aid of a revenue stream as greater awareness is
achieved through such efforts, leading to encouragement of similar efforts in other
locations in the State.

e Spring sheds need to be safeguarded urgently to prevent the decline of river systems in
the State. The case study about the spring-shed rejuvenation presented a success story
of the good works done by the State Forest Department in Tehri Garhwal District. This
and the similar works done elsewhere in the State can be replicated in other districts of
Uttarakhand.




PART-B: MAJOR WORKSHOPS/WEBNINARS/
CONFERENCES/MEETINGS ORGANIZED/ ATTENDED

Participation in a Webinar on Rivers of North East India Challenges of Sustainable Water
Management-Social and Cultural Aspects — 24th April, 2021

The webinar was organised by Aaranyak (one of the network partners of IWP) in
collaboration with the Vivekananda Kendra Institute of Culture on 24th April 2021. The main
theme of this webinar was the “Development through Culture: nature-culture-wellbeing
fostering sustainable development”. The speaker of this webinar was Dr. Partha Jyoti Das,
Head, Water, Climate and Hazard Division, Aaranyak. Dr. Veena Khanduri Executive
Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, IWP attended the webinar and raised some queries.
She said that “Societies and Communities are gradually delinking from rivers and river
centric lifestyle and in this process indigenous knowledge linked with rivers is also
disappearing. How this connection can be revived so that the health of the river and its
associated ecosystem can be retained”.

Participation in a Joint meeting on Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) and
the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment (26-28 April 2021)

A Joint Meeting of the Working Group on “IWRM Monitoring and Assessment” was
organized by United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) from 26th to 28th
April 2021. Though India is not part of any Convention, however Dr. Veena Khanduri,
Executive Secretary, IWP attended this meeting in the capacity of Country Co-ordinator.
This meeting was organised to assist the Governments in identifying the challenges,
developing action plans and implementation. Draft future programme for 2022-2024 was
also discussed in the meeting.

Participation in a UNEP CapNet Meeting on Learning Exchange: IWNRM Action Planning to
Accelerate Progress on SDG 6 - 27th April, 2021

A virtual learning session was jointly organised by UNEP and GWP on 27th April 2021 titled
“Learning Exchange: IWRM Action Planning to Accelerate Progress on SDG 6”. This learning
exchange session was aimed to show countries how to turn those challenges into
opportunities, by introducing the approach of IWRM action planning. It was convened by
the SDG 6 IWRM Support Programme, a collaboration mechanism between UNEP, UNEP-
DHI, Cap-Net and GWP, which supports countries in accelerating IWRM through SDG 6.5.1.
Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, IWP attended the
learning session.

The interactive learning exchange was aimed at introducing the approach of action
planning for improved water resources management and showcasing the country
representatives’ experiences in formulating and executing IWRM action plans. The event
lasted for 90 minutes and was structured in two segments:




Part I: A presentation of the SDG 6 IWRM Support Programme and Action Planning
rationale, and two country perspectives on IWRM action planning, challenges and solutions.

Part Il: Through an interactive online discussion, the participants will share the learning
exchange on challenges and solutions around IWRM Action Planning.

Participation in an E-JAL Chaupal [2] under the banner of Dainik Jagran — 19th April, 2021
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Everyone insisted on the implementation of the action plans. Everyone agreed that if we

are not yet conscious, we may have to face many problems in the future. Seven important
points were discussed in the E-Chaupal.

Municipal Commissioner, Mr. Gyanendra Singh said that the Corporation has completed
many successful pilot projects by making micro-plans for conservation of water and
environment with scientific thought. 22 ponds have been already renovated with the
cooperation of Saharanpur Development Authority and ITC and budget has been tendered
for provision of more 23 ponds for rejuvenation this year.

E-launch of the “Training Modules on Eco-Centric Urban Planning & Development' on the
occasion of World Environment Day - 5th June, 2021

The Training Module on “Eco-Centric Urban
Planning & Development” developed by IWP with
the support of Jheel Sanrakshan Samiti (JSS) in
2020 was launched through virtual platform on 5th
June, 2021 on the occasion of World Environment
Day. The e-launch was followed by a panel
discussions comprising of experts namely (i) Mr. Sri
Ram Vedire, Advisor, Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Government of India & Former Chairman, River
Basin Authority, Rajasthan; (ii) Mr. H. S Sancheti, TRAINING MODULES ON ECO-CENTRIC
Advisor, Ministry of Urban Development, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
Government of Rajasthan & Former Chief Town DATE: 5th June 2021 - World Environment Day
Planner, Govt. of Rajasthan; (iii) Er. Avinash C Tyagi, TIME o0 At to 1200 Moo
Vice-President, IWP & Former Director, WMO; (iv)

WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO THE E-LAUNCH OF

[2] Chaupal in Hindi is known as “Public Meeting” in English




Mr. Ajay S Mehta, President, Vidya Bhawan Society; (v) Mr. Pallab Datta, Environmentalist,
Jheel Sanrakshan Samiti, Udaipur; (v) Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-
Country Coordinator, IWP; and, (vi) Prof. Anil Mehta, Principal, Vidya Bhawan Polytechnic,
Udaipur.

More than 40 professionals attended the e-launch ceremony including Mr. Lal Indurwage,
Regional Coordinator, GWP-South Asia and Ms. Diluka Piyasena, Communication Officer,
GWP-South Asia.

The modules present cross disciplinary concepts such as Integrated Water Resource
Management, Integrated Urban Water Management, Zero Carbon Buildings, Green Oriented
Development and Urban Waste Water Management. These modules have been developed
by authors who are internationally known experts and practitioners. The overall guiding
principles of these modules are inspired by the actionable framework on IWRM. The
modules are useful for various stakeholders such as water managers, urban development
experts, town planners, foresters, ULBs, water users and the community at large.

Consultation with NGOs/CSOs/CBOs organized by UNDP North region on 24th June, 2021

UNDP India Country Office is preparing the Country Programme Document (CPD) 2023-
2027. In this context, they organised a virtual session on 24th June, 2021 to receive inputs
from relevant CSOs/CBOs in the respective States regarding what are their expectations
toward UNDP in given thematic areas from 2023-2027. UNDP also invited to India Water
Partnership to join this consultation and share the valuable inputs. Dr. Veena Khanduri
Executive Secretary -cum-Country Co-coordinator, IWP attended this consultation and
provided her valuable inputs by highlighting the role of youths in water security and
climate change. She told that the role of youths to should be enhanced in the SDG 6.5.1 so
that youth can become role model in water resources management.

Organization of a webinar on “Women & Water: Challenges & Opportunities towards
Sustainable Conservation-30th June, 2021 ”

A webinar on “Women & Water: Challenges &
Opportunities towards Sustainable
Conservation” was organized on 30th June,
2021 jointly by FICCI Ladies Organization
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emphasized on, through various means & channels supported by government machineries
of multiple Indian states.

The webinar was helpful in catering to the needs of dynamic professionals, by exposing
them to a more sustainable way of conserving water at their enterprises and projects,
through the window of this intensive session. Link for the webinar are: YouTube:
https://youtu.be/yxPBytQvWyg .

2030 Water Resources Group (WRG) meeting for sustainable water management in
Ghaziabad District, Uttar Pradesh-14th July, 2021

This meeting was organized by 2030 WRG on 14th July 2021 to discuss the treatment &
rejuvenation process for Sahibabad Drain. Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-
Country Coordinator, IWP attended this meeting along with other IWP network Hindon
Stakeholders. During the meeting overview and current status of drains in Ghaziabad
district, Uttar Pradesh and the process & leading solutions were discussed.

Flood Green Guide Training for South Asia Women Water Professionals -2nd to 4th Week
of July, 2021

WWEF, Women for Water Partnership NetWwater and Sri Lanka Water Partnership organized
a Flood Green Guide (FGG) training program specially tailored for mid-career women water
professionals during the 2nd to 4th week of July 2021. For which they requested to CWPs
to nominate the suitable candidates to attend this training. In this process, they also
requested India Water Partnership to nominate suitable candidates for their two
programmes. Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, India Water Partnership
nominated two women Mrs. Moumita M Ghosh and Ms. Sonali Motiwal from India to attend
this training programme.

Webinar on Introducing South Asia Youth Platform- 20th July, 2021

The webinar introducing the South Asia Youth Platform was organized by GWP-South Asia
on July 20, 2021. This platform aims to encourage youth to actively engage with
stakeholders, address water sector challenges and opportunities, and share information
for knowledge exchange and improved prospects. GWP South Asia conducted a baseline
survey in its six CWPs to understand youth organizations, initiatives, and partners in the
region. The Synthesis Report, based on this survey, outlines the findings and future steps
for creating the platform, contributing to the project's objectives. Stakeholder
consultations confirm the demand for such a platform.

Eco Seminar: 2021 on 31st July, 2021

Hillwoods Academy New Delhi, in collaboration with India Water Partnership (IWP) and
Tree Craze Foundation (TCF), hosted a Virtual Eco-Seminar on July 31, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.




The event aimed to bring together
environmentally conscious students
interested in practical solutions for
sustainable development. Dr. Veena
Khanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-
Country Coordinator of IWP, and Mrs.
Bhawna Badola, CEO of Tree Craze
Foundation, shared their insights on
"Important Aspects of River Restoration

and Role of Youth," sparking an
interactive and informative session. Over 50 participants, including students and teachers,

attended the webinar, which concluded with a quiz on river restoration, engaging over 20
students in lively interaction.
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Planning and Initiation of Youth and Young Water Professionals Platform of South Asia on
22nd September, 2021

GWP South Asia along with Country Water Partnership’s initiated a process to create Youth
and Young Water Professionals Platform (YYPP) of South Asia which will help in connecting
and facilitating the interaction between the youth beyond their country of origin. The aim
is to strengthen the collaboration with other regional youth organizations and professional
bodies and to establish more effective public communication at all levels.

As per the process India Water Partnership (IWP)
has selected 4 youth Interns who will represent
the India at South Asia Level as a core group
member of YYPP. On 22nd September, 2021 the
first online Interactive session with 4 Interns
from India was conducted with the Regional

Communication Officer (GWP- South Asia), 1 =@ —pryriby
Country Coordinator and Youth Focal Point of Ind|a The session was planned to have

interaction among the interns and to explain them about the formation of platform, the
responsibilities and the deliverables.

GWP Annual Network Meeting held on line on 1st & 2nd December, 2021

The Annual Network Meeting of GWP was
held virtually on 1st & 2nd December,
2021. Executive Secretary-cum-Country
Coordinator, IWP attended the meeting
on 1st